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About Electronics Sourcing
Electronics Sourcing North America (ESNA), UK & Ireland 
(ESUK) and Europe (ESE) are publications for professionals 
who source electronic components and associated 
services. In total, Electronics Sourcing is sent to over 
127,500 purchasing professionals worldwide who are 
looking to develop their knowledge, gain an understanding 
of the best places to buy and learn how to obtain 
the right product at the right price. Electronics Sourcing 
has a 5.2 pass on figure, making the total reach over 
663,000 readers.

ESNA and ESUK are annually audited by ABC, an 
independent auditing service that verifies the circulation.

ESNA, ESUK and ESE are edited by award winning writer 
Jon Barrett. Electronics Sourcing is designed to provide 
informative and educational content through our News, 
What’s New and How to Buy sections.

ABC Audited

Circulation Breakdown
Broadcasting: Radio, Television, Film
Computers: Computers, Office Equipment/Machinery
Electrical: Lighting, Domestic Goods, Electrical Equipment
Gaming: Games, Toys, Musical Instruments, Watches
Industrial: Industrial Manufacturing/Distribution
Medical: Medical, Surgical and Orthopaedic
Military: Defence, Weapons and Ammunition
Research and Development: R&D, Technical Testing 
and Analysis, Optical
Telecommunications: Telephone Related Equipment
Transport: Automotive, Marine, Railway, Aviation
Utilities: Electricity, Water, Gas, Telephone
Other Manufacturing: Mobility Products, Process, Machine 
Tools, Cooling and Ventilation, Lifting and Handling

Why Electronics Sourcing?
Circulation: With over 663,000 worldwide readers, 
we provide the most concise database of electronics 
purchasing professionals. The ongoing investment in our 
circulation means we continually update company profiles 
and ensure we are always adding new companies.

Want to see for yourself? Come into our offices and we 
will be happy to let you test our circulation, assuring you 
that we are reaching your target audience.

Editorial: By listening to buyers and suppliers alike, 
Electronics Sourcing’s editorial is always being fine-tuned 
to the industry’s changing needs.

Services: Electronics Sourcing offers the chance for 
everyone to be included regardless of budgets. With print, 
online, data rental, advertorials, editorials and buyers’ guide 
listings, Electronics Sourcing has something to suit your 
marketing requirements. 

Publications
ES North America
• Published 12 times a year
• Circulated to 72,000 purchasing professionals 

    in North America
 • Independently audited by Audit Bureau of 
       Circulations (ABC)

ES UK & Ireland and Sourcing Guide 
• Published 12 times a year
• Circulated to 8,699 purchasing professionals in 

       UK & Ireland
 • Independently audited by Audit Bureau of 
       Circulations (ABC)
 • The Sourcing Guide supplement published once 
    a year to same circulation and trade event
    distribution

ES Europe
• Published six times a year
• Circulated to 33,000 purchasing 

    professionals in Europe

ELECTRONICS 
SOURCING
IS INDEPENDENTLY
ABC AUDITED
2010/2019



Our Editors

Jon Barrett Editor of Electronics 
Sourcing UK, North America 
and Europe

Leaving Colchester Institute with qualifications in 3D 
Product Design, Jon began his engineering career in the 
automation industry. This role saw Jon gain experience in 
industries ranging from food and drink to pharmaceuticals 
and nuclear. During his publishing career, Jon has continued 
to develop his mechanical, electronic and software skills 
ranging from recent qualifications in precision welding to the 
development of world-first innovations in hosted business 
software applications. For editorial submissions, please 
send to jonb@electronics-sourcing.com

James Carbone Editorial 
contributor to Electronics Sourcing

James Carbone is a freelance writer covering the electronics 
supply chain. A veteran journalist, James was a writer and 
editor for Electronics and Purchasing magazines for 21 
years. He covered electronics distribution, semiconductors, 
passive components and connectors for the magazines. 
He also wrote extensively about the strategic purchasing 
strategies of electronics OEMs and electronics 
manufacturing services providers. James is a graduate of 
the State University of New York at Albany.

John Denslinger Editorial 
contributor to Electronics Sourcing

John Denslinger is a former executive VP Murata, 
President SyChip Wireless, and President/CEO ECIA, 
the industry’s trade association. His career has 
spannned up to 40 raw years in electronics.

Thomas Smart Online Editor 
of Electronics Sourcing UK, North 
America and Europe 

Thomas Smart has been online editor for Electronics 
Sourcing UK, Europe, North America and Offboard Souring 
for over five years. Always on the look-out for the latest 
news and stories relating to the electronics sector he can 
be found tweeting @Electrosourcing or reached on email: 
thomas.smart@electronics-sourcing.com

Amy Leary Online Editor of 
eBOM.com

Amy Leary has been working within the electronics industry 
for over three years. From starting as a Circulation Assistant, 
she was quickly promoted to the Marketing Manager for 
eBOM.com. Along with marketing, Amy also produces 
unique editorials connected to the industry which have 
been published in widely recognised publications globally. 
Anything eBOM related, she’s your contact: 
amy.leary@ebom.com
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Collaborative robots offer 
big value in a small size

Collaborative robots are fast becoming the benchmark in industrial automation for their 
ability to offer higher productivity while working safely alongside human workers

Collaborative robots, or 
cobots, are compact and 
lightweight, making them 
ideal for factories of the 
future. Machines like ABB’s 
YuMi are more than just 
robots able to carry out high-
quality work with maximum 
consistency. Cobots offer 
benefits that add value at 
every step of the production 
process.  

One example is their ability to 
work safely alongside humans 
without the need for guarding, 
greatly reducing their overall 
footprint. This makes them 
ideal for applications ranging 
from simple small-parts 
assembly to more complex 
packaging and palletising 
tasks where the robot can 
maximise productivity without 
compromising safety.  

Another avenue for cobots 
to maximise flexibility and 
efficiency is synchronised 
collaboration, where operator 
and robot work together in a 
planned but more intermittent 
manner. Tasks including 
final trim and assembly in 
automotive manufacturing, 
where human interaction is 
needed alongside the robot’s 
speed and precision, are ideal 
for a collaborative setup.  

Collaborative robots also offer 
manufacturers the flexibility 
to manage the shift to low-
volume/high-mix production. 
Collaborative robots add 
agility to change between 
products and introduce new 
products faster. People on the 
production line contribute 
their problem-solving 
capabilities, insights and 

adaptability to change, while 
robots bring tireless precision 
and endurance for repetitive 
tasks. 

Originally launched in 2015, 
ABB’s YuMi robot is carving 
its own niche due to agile 
movement on seven axes and 
industry-leading features 
making it the world’s safest 
collaborative robot. In 
addition to meeting the ISO 
regulations for collaborative 
robot safety, YuMi has 
enhanced safety features on 
three levels:   

• Mechanical measures. 
With the dual-arm robot 
weighing 38kg and the single-
arm variant 9.5kg, YuMi’s 
lightweight design reduces 
the power it can exert on 
collision. The robot’s rounded 
geometry increases the 
contact area of the YuMi and 
inversely lessens impact.  

• Inspired by humans. 
Complete with an ‘elbow’, 
the arms of the seven and 
14-axes YuMi robots have 
been inspired by humans in 
size and shape. This friendly 
design makes humans feel 
safe and comfortable around 
the robot, increasing the 
readiness to work closely with 
them.  

The fully integrated arms 
have no external wiring or 
hardware and have soft-
padding for added safety. 
Moreover, YuMi’s back-
drivable brakes allow a 
human operator to push the 
robot’s arms away in the case 
of contact.  

• Control system measures. 
Force sensing technology 
built throughout the YuMi’s 
arm and gripper, advanced 
friction modelling and 
collision detection technology 
limit the robot’s power and 
force capabilities to levels 
that make contact situations 
safe for humans. This also 
allows the robot to continue 
working at high speeds 
even in close proximity 
with a human operator. 
Technology like ABB’s 
SafeMove2 robotic safety 
solution can make ABB’s other 
industrial robots also work 
collaboratively. Replacing 
physical barriers like fences 
with virtual barriers such as 
laser scanners, SafeMove2 
automatically stops a moving 
robot before it can collide 
with a worker.  

Big potential in a small size  
The global market for 
collaborative robots is 
estimated to be worth $12.30 
billion by 2025, with a 
compound annual growth 
rate of more than 50 percent, 
according to research firm 
Markets and Markets.  

But where is that potential 
stemming from? One key 
driver for growth is the 
development of collaborative 
robots for workplaces 
outside large manufacturing 
environments. While robotic 
automation technology has 
evolved to meet the growing 
demands for high volume 
industrial production, it has 
also led to the creation of 
smaller collaborative robots 
such as YuMi, which are 
designed to fit easily into 

Robotics
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Impact of pandemic on 
component supply chains 

Lansdale reviews the impact of Covid-19 on JiT production lines and what 
some organizations are doing to mitigate problems

It is not a good time 
to practice just-in-time 
manufacturing. With 
Covid-19 causing a worldwide 
pandemic, previously only 
imagined in sci-fi movies, 
supply chains can be instantly 
interrupted by a single 
production line worker testing 
positive or a critical supplier 
going bankrupt. 

Since the introduction of JiT 
and lean manufacturing in 
the 1980s, most American 
manufacturers have embraced 
the idea of minimizing 
in-process inventory by 
having product delivered to 
the production line exactly 
when required. Once fully 
implemented, this process 
had positive effects within 
factories, forcing operations to 
balance workloads to reduce 
inventory building up between 
operations. This also had the 
effect of improving lead times, 
cycle time, product quality, 
production throughput and 
disaster recovery, ultimately 
reducing costs. The most 
important factor in its success 
was dependable material 
suppliers ensuring production 
lines had the material they 
needed, when they needed 
it. Any delay stops the entire 

production line, as there is 
no inventory buffer to draw 
down. 

The pandemic is affecting 
the material supply chain. 
Most electronics businesses 
are considered essential 
and allowed to stay open. 
However, they are still 
impacted by labor shortages 
and their suppliers’ increased 
lead/cycle times. Some 
companies have found it 
necessary to shut down 
due to low sales and cash 
flow problems, in spite 
of government support. 
Travel restrictions can make 
it difficult to get critical 
services such as equipment 
maintenance or government/
ISO quality audits. These 
problems will be with us until 
a vaccine is developed and 
distributed widely enough to 
control community spread. 
Thus, manufacturers must 
constantly reevaluate their 
supply chain support. 

A large defense contractor 
recently modified its 
purchasing policies to allow 
its suppliers to deliver all open 
purchase orders early. They 
are willing to store inventory 
for years, if necessary, to 

ensure it is available when 
their production line needs 
it. Before this change, they 
had a disciplined delivery 
requirement that only allowed 
delivery within days of the 
scheduled date. Clearly, 
they must have recognized 
the pandemic’s impact on 
their suppliers and decided 
to increase inventory of 
important material. 

The health of the defense 
industry supply chain is a 
manufacturer’s highest risk, 
especially during a pandemic. 
Many of their suppliers are 
smaller businesses that have 
supported maintenance and 
new builds of older designs 
that are still in service from 
the 1980s and 1990s. The 
volumes are too low for the 
defense contractors to have 
second sources to protect 
them from the loss of a 
supplier. Therefore, defense 
contractors should carefully 
monitor their suppliers and 
consider volume buys to 
cover themselves for the next 
few years as we deal with 
the pandemic’s effects and 
aftereffects. 

www.lansdale.com 
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The shape of 
things to come 
Gabe Osorio, sales engineer with TTI’s Transportation business unit, looks at how electrification 
will shape the connectors we buy for next generation industrial vehicles 

While electric cars and mass 
transit are reducing fossil 
fuel use, the electrification 
of shipping, agriculture 
and industrial vehicles and 
equipment are also priorities 
for further reducing our 
overall carbon footprint. 

One of the biggest challenges 
in electrification is creating 
the connectors needed to 
transmit power through the 
next generation of electric 
commercial vehicles, farm 
equipment and construction 
equipment. The industry 
is working hard on new 
innovations in connector 
technology to help achieve 
these goals. 

As the new year begins, the 
biggest areas of focus for 
connector manufacturers 
are increased amperage and 
output, as well as finding the 
right shielding and safety 
features to meet harsh-

environment requirements 
while still reliably delivering 
power where it’s needed. 

Sourcing the right 
materials 
Today’s commercially 
available connector 
technologies can’t support the 
loads that future applications 
will require. Let’s start 
with the problem of higher 
amperage. While an electric 
passenger vehicle may need 
400A, a combine harvester 
requires a much higher power 
output than a car, not only 
to move, but to perform its 
tasks. In fact, the equipment 
used in mining or construction 
can easily require 800A and 
higher because of the density 
of materials they need to 
move, not to mention the 
weight of the machine itself. 

When it comes to 
electrification in heavy 
industries, the components 

specified will have to be 
tougher and more powerful 
than those found in any 
electric passenger vehicle, or 
even an electric over-the-road 
truck. 

The first attempts at designing 
connectors to handle these 
larger loads have resulted in 
parts similar to those used 
in electric rail applications: 
connectors larger than a 
laptop computer, designed 
to pull the kind of power 
that an electric harvester or 
earth-mover will need. To 
make those designs workable 
long-term, however, will 
require scaling them down 
and finding the right materials 
to deal with the three other 
major needs of heavy-duty EV 
connectors: heat dissipation, 
durability and safety. 

Any connector that handles 
800A or more has to be able 
to let the energy pass through 

Connectors

Sales engineer with TTI’s Transportation 
business unit, Gabe Osorio

Construction equipment is exposed to 
weather, mud, dust, and harsh chemicals that 

can damage connectors 

14 January 2020 • www.electronics-sourcing.com

existing production lines to 
increase productivity while 
working safely alongside 
people.  

The inherent qualities of 
collaborative robots such as 
the ability to mount them 
on tables, walls and roofs, 
and their easy-to-install and 
program features make them 
ideal automation solutions 
for smaller manufacturers. 
With their smaller size and 
reduced need for peripheral 
equipment, collaborative 
robots are also much less 
costly to install, typically 
reducing the investment 
needed for a robotic work cell 
to under $50,000.  

Filling the talent gap  
Many manufacturers are 
experiencing difficulties 
finding experienced workers. 
Many young people who 
have grown up in the digital 
world see manufacturing 
as involving dirty, dull, 
dangerous and repetitive 
tasks such as assembling 
parts, tending to machines 
or packaging finished goods. 
Also, with shorter product life-
cycles, small manufacturers 
which operate in high labour 
cost countries and are closer 
to their end customers 
cannot simply outsource to 
low-cost countries like large 
corporations do. In these 
conditions, collaborative 
robots not only reduce the 
need for manual labour, but 
can work tirelessly and with 
higher quality, allowing their 
human co-workers to perform 
more stimulating work 
that can lead to higher job 
satisfaction.  

By automating monotonous 
and physically demanding 
jobs, manufacturers can also 
improve employee safety. 
Anodica is an Italian family-
run business that makes high-
end metal handles, knobs and 
trimmings for appliance and 
automotive industries. It uses 
a dual-arm YuMi alongside a 
human operator to assemble 
its products. The robot cell 

was designed around the 
operator so that all activities 
are ergonomically managed. 
By doing this, the company 
helps employees avoid short- 
and long-term injuries related 
to factory work.  

Another example is payments 
software provider Abrantix. 
The Zurich-based company 
commissioned a dual-arm 
YuMi to automate the testing 
of Diebold Nixdorf’s ATMs. 
The robot tests common 
ATM operations such as 
inserting cards, punching in 
PIN codes and withdrawing 
and inserting money, just like 
a human. During the day, 
developers create new ATM 
software features that are then 
tested by the robot overnight. 
Feedback is checked the 
following day, enabling testers 
to perform more meaningful 
tasks. 

Hit the ground running  
The plug-and-play qualities 
of modern cobots mean they 
can be installed more quickly, 
minimising interference with 
production processes. Their 
small footprint and portability 
make cobots suitable not 
only for automating existing 
production lines, but also 
more diverse applications.  

Such mobility makes the 
YuMi a perfect testing 
ground for developing 
automation capabilities in the 
medical field. At the Texas 
Medical Center in Houston, 
a prototype mobile YuMi 
robot is being trialled as a 
way of assisting medical 
and laboratory staff with 
laboratory and logistics tasks 
in hospitals. The robot will be 
able to autonomously sense 
and navigate its way around 
its human co-workers, while 
learning to find different 
routes between locations. It 
has the potential to undertake 
a wide range of repetitive and 
time-consuming activities, 
including preparation of 
medicines, loading and 
unloading centrifuges, 
pipetting and handling liquids 

Robotics
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New, high-amperage connectors must also 
have adequate EMI shielding and protection 

from dust, moisture or contaminants 

while maintaining its integrity 
despite the heat created 
from passing so much power 
through the connection. Some 
manufacturers currently offer 
connectors that can meet 
the need, but there are other 
considerations that current-
gen connectors will have to 
evolve to address. 

One of those is heat shielding, 
a challenge that’s requiring 
designers to think differently 
in terms of materials. How 
do you create a connector 
housing that dissipates heat 
quickly and effectively? A 
lot is being done to identify 
different plastic formulations 
that can be used, as well as 
different combinations of 
materials. 

The difficulty of balancing 
metal with other materials 
isn’t just a question of cost, 
but of weight: in order to run 
more efficiently, new electric 
vehicle and equipment designs 
are focused on reducing 
weight while also increasing 
power. Connector suppliers 
are aware of this balancing act 
as well. 

To add another layer of 
complexity, these new, high-
amperage connectors must 
also have adequate EMI 
shielding and protection 
from dust, moisture or 
contaminants. Manufacturers 
are experimenting with new 
alloys of lighter metals as 
well as composites that can 

reduce both weight and 
electromagnetic ‘noise.’ 

At a minimum, housings 
won’t eliminate EMI but can 
reduce it, especially housings 
using aluminum alloy. New 
developments in hybrid-
vehicle cables and cable 
shielding, as well as new 
coating materials, may yield 
results from a noise-reduction 
standpoint. 

Addressing 
environmental 
challenges 
Another important factor 
becomes clear when you 
consider the places future 
electric vehicles and 
equipment will work. Some 
applications, such as mining, 
involve contained spaces and 
flammable gasses. Others 
contain flammable chemicals 
and potentially explosive 
dust. In those environments, 
any arc or spark from a 
connector could cause a 
deadly explosion or fire. The 
high voltage connectors used 
in such applications must be 
sufficiently insulated for those 
environments, with terminal 
shielding and sealing that 
meets much higher safety 
standards than those used in 
today’s most-common EVs. 

Construction equipment 
is constantly exposed to 
weather, mud, dust, and harsh 
chemicals—many of which are 
corrosive and all of which can 
foul connectors. Electrified 

construction equipment needs 
connectors, battery packs and 
inverters that withstand the 
kind of high-pressure spray 
cleaning that diesel-powered 
equipment can endure. 

Instead of pulling industrial 
machinery away to a charging 
station, equipment and 
vehicles could be designed 
with battery packs that can be 
switched out on the spot for 
longer operation. But when 
workers are dealing with such 
a massive amount of energy, 
enough to perhaps kill a 
person instantly, how do you 
design connectors that allow 
for rapid serviceability while 
maintaining the necessary 
safety margins? 

Manufacturers are meeting 
the challenges of materials 
selection, connector design 
and packaging. The amount 

of testing and evaluation 
that is required means these 
innovations are still making 
their way to market. At TTI, 
we’re working with suppliers 
whose connectors can deliver 
500A, but there’s still a 
market need for higher-
voltage and higher-amperage 
connectors that address other 
future requirements. 

Even so, those solutions 
are coming—and who’s to 
say that a breakthrough in 
engineering labs in early 2020 
couldn’t rewrite the book on 
HV equipment and vehicles 
much sooner than we expect? 

www.ttiinc.com

Connectors
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Our Editorial

Our editorial team is always on the lookout for purchasing 
related articles and would welcome your submissions for 
free. Our readers love interesting and informative editorials 
and are always keen to be informed on What to Buy, Where 
to Buy and How to Buy.

We have introduced a list of editorial prompts to kick-start 
your article ideas. Pick a topic, let a member of the editorial 
or advertising staff know what you are planning to write and 
we will look at its inclusion in the next available issue.

 • Is saving money always the best option? 
 • Counterfeit, the legal perspective 
 • Can savings be made on exchange rates? 
	 •	Who	makes	the	final	decision,	purchasing	
    or design? 
 • How is the industry combatting more   
    complex counterfeits? 
 • Day in the life of a purchasing professional 
	 •	Conflict	minerals	explained	
 • The role of new distribution channels   
 • Are CEMs the new distributors? 
 • Advances in purchasing software 
 • The real cost of late deliveries 
 • Logistics: behind the scenes 
 • Vendor reduction: pros and cons 
 • Five minute survey: what’s the latest    
    purchasing intel? 
 • Why buy direct from manufacturers? 
 • Lead times: long range forecast 
 • Programming solutions: who, what, why 
    and when? 
 • What are component manufacturers doing 
    to support the supply chain? 
 • Sourcing obsolete components: your options 
	 •	Benefits	of	sourcing	globally	
 • Comparisons of delivery times 
 • Excess stock, what’s it worth?

Word & Image Count
Double Page Spread 1,000 words + 6 images
Full Page  500 words + 3 images
Half Page  300 words + 2 images
Quarter Page  150 words + 1 image

Editorial Guidelines 
Purchasing Focused
Our readers are non-technical purchasing professionals 
employed at electronics OEMs and CEMs. They are 
involved in purchasing components and outsourcing 
their companies’ manufacturing contracts, then managing 
the commercial relationships. Thus, the article subject 
should be non-technical and purchasing related.

Impartial
The article should be impartial and subject focused, 
Not a direct sales pitch.

Educational
Electronics Sourcing’s articles are designed to 
be educational, helping purchasers make better 
buying decisions.

Gold Standard
To start the creative process, a ‘gold standard’ 

article for Electronics Sourcing would answer the 
following questions:

1. What trends are impacting your industry now and 
in the near future (opportunities and challenges)?

2. How are these trends impacting purchasers?

3. What should purchasers do to respond 
to these trends?

4. What are your company’s plans regarding 
these trends?

* Please note: All images must have a resolution of 300 dpi and be supplied with captions. Company logos cannot be used as images with editorial content and contributors 
must also hold the copyright to any images provided.
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Editorial Features 
list for 2021

Features* Special Focus Show Previews Deadlines
(MM/DD/YY)

January Connectors, Crystals 
& Oscillators, 

Counterfeiting, Circuit 
Protection

Critical Supply Chain 
Strategies

Editorial: 12/04/20 
Advert: 12/09/20

On Desk: 01/05/21

February
Extra distribution at 

APEX, San Diego, CA

Diversity, Obsolescence, 
EMS, Printed Circuit 

Boards

Marine,
EV Charging

APEX Show Preview Editorial: 01/06/21 
Advert: 01/11/21

On Desk: 02/03/21

March 
Extra distribution at 
APEC, Phoenix, AZ

Enclosures, Power 
Supplies & Batteries, 

Semiconductors

Aerospace APEC Show Preview Editorial: 02/05/21
Advert: 02/09/21

On Desk: 03/03/21

April
Extra distribution at 

DEL MAR Electronics 
Show, San Diego, CA

Connectors, Apps, 
Development Kits, 

Embedded Systems

Industry Trends EDS Preview
DEL MAR Electronics Show 

Preview

Editorial: 03/05/21
Advert: 03/09/21

On Desk: 04/03/21

May
Extra distribution at 
EDS, Las Vegas, NV

Cable & Wire, EMS, 
 Harsh Environment,  

Programming

Top 50 NA 
Distributors Report

Editorial: 04/08/21
Advert: 04/12/21 

On Desk: 05/04/21

June Power & Batteries, 
Logistics, 

Obsolescence, PCBs

Transport Editorial: 05/06/21
Advert: 05/10/21

On Desk: 06/03/21

July Thermal Management, 
Switches, 

Counterfeiting, Time to 
Market

Defense Editorial: 06/04/21 
Advert: 06/09/21

On Desk: 07/02/21

August Component 
Comparisons, EMC, 

Displays & LEDs

Automotive, 
EV Charging

DSEI Show Preview Editorial: 07/06/21
Advert: 07/09/21

On Desk: 08/03/21

September
Extra distribution 

at ECIA Executive 
Conference, Chicago, IL

Connectors, 
Semiconductors, 

Passives, Kits

Supply Chain ECIA Executive Conference 
Preview

Editorial: 08/05/21
Advert: 08/09/21

On Desk: 09/02/21

October Power & Batteries, 
PCBs, Thermal 

Management, Crystals 
& Oscillators

Medical Sensors Expo Preview Editorial: 09/06/21
Advert: 09/10/21

On Desk: 10/04/21

November
Extra distribution at 
Sensors Expo, San 

Jose, CA

Enclosures, 
Obsolescence, EMS, 

Switches

2022 Wall Planner Editorial: 10/05/21
Advert: 10/08/21

On Desk: 11/03/21

December Component 
Comparisons, Newest 

Products, Sensors

2022 Industry 
Forecasts

Editorial: 11/05/21 
 Advert: 11/09/21

On Desk: 12/02/21

*Editorial content subject to changes. It can be changed or shifted without prior announcement. Semiconductor 
  Market Watch and Distribution Market Watch are published in each issue

Leading the way 
in anti-counterfeit 
measures 
In this article Mouser Electronics’ vice president of quality, Chuck Amsden, 
introduces the company’s standards-based approach to anti-counterfeiting 

Mouser customers can order 
with confidence, knowing 
the global authorized 
distributor has rigorous 
processes in place to prevent 
counterfeit products entering 
its inventory. Over 800 
semiconductor and electronic 
component manufacturers 
count on Mouser to help 
them introduce their products 
and customers can expect 
100 per cent certified, 
genuine products that are 
fully traceable to each 
manufacturer. 

Mouser is the electronic 
component industry’s first 
authorized distributor to 
receive accreditation to 
AS6496, the aerospace 
industry’s high standard for 
anti-counterfeit measures 
in authorized electronic 
component distribution. The 
standard sets requirements 
for the avoidance, detection, 
mitigation and disposition of 
counterfeit products in the 

authorized distribution supply 
chain. This international 
standard requires authorized 
distributors to have a 
counterfeit mitigation policy 
and a counterfeit electronics 
parts control plan. Industries 
and individuals looking to 
reduce the risk of counterfeit 
electronic parts entering the 
supply chain can accomplish 
this by using authorized 
distributors accredited to 
AS6496. 

Mouser Electronics’ vice 
president of quality, Chuck 
Amsden, said: “By becoming 
accredited to AS6496, 
Mouser demonstrates 
that we are committed to 
providing customers with 
only authorized, genuine 
components. From sales to 
shipping, Mouser is committed 
to providing our customers 
with the right product, on 
time, every time. Our mission 
is to be the source most 
preferred by engineers and 

buyers to design, prototype, 
test and manufacture 
electronics.” 

Mouser received the AS6496 
accreditation in Fall 2018 
from the Performance 
Review Institute (PRI), 
as part of the Counterfeit 
Avoidance Accreditation 
Program (CAAP). The 
CAAP audit was based on 
audit criteria (AC7403) 
created jointly by PRI, the 
Electronic Components 
Industry Association 
(ECIA) and aerospace OEM 
representatives.  

CAAP is a cooperative industry 
effort to mitigate the risk 
of introducing counterfeit 
parts into the supply chain 
and the cost for compliance 
throughout the aviation, 
space and defense industries. 
The program was established 
to enable organizations 
like Mouser that purchase 
components and assemblies 

Anti-counterfeiting 

Mouser Electronics’ vice president of quality
Chuck Amsden 
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Mouser stock associate identifies and 
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to demonstrate that they have 
systems in place to identify 
counterfeit products, and to 
minimize the risks associated 
with them. CAAP accreditation 
reassures customers of the 
organizations’ vigilance and 
ability to act appropriately.  

The threat of counterfeit 
components entering the 
supply chain has been a 
growing concern in recent 
years as demand increases and 
fake parts are harder to detect. 
That’s why it’s more important 
than ever to buy from an 
authorized distributor.  

Mouser is also registered to 
AS9100D/ISO 9001:2015 
and ANSI/ESD S20.20-
2014, the industry’s gold 
standards for quality, control 
and electrostatic discharge 
(ESD) protection. Mouser’s 
AS9100D/ISO 9001:2015 
Quality Management System 
adds additional aviation, 
space and defense industry 
requirements, including 
procedures and processes for 
the prevention of counterfeit 
parts. Registration to these 
standards provides customers 
with the confidence that 
Mouser is an authorized 
distributor of the highest 
quality components by 
providing traceability, risk 
management, process control, 
customer support, product 
availability, and document and 
record control. 

www.mouser.com
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86% 
of readers want 

ESNA in print format, 

14% 
in digital format88% don’t use any 

other publication or online 
site regulary

84% say it’s 
their choice where they 

buy components from 
once specified on a BOM



ES UK & 
Ireland and  The 
Sourcing Guide

Circulated to 8,699 
purchasing professionals 

in the UK & Ireland

sales@electronics-sourcing.co.uk 
+44 (0)1892 613400

eBOM.com
Your source for the latest 

electronics news, technical 
papers and component 

releases

ebomsales@ebom.com
+44 (0)1892 613400 

European 
Head Office

MMG Publishing Limited
Suite 2, 1-3 Warren Court
Park Road, Crowborough
East Sussex TN6 2QX, UK

Our Partners

North
American Office
MMG Publishing US Limited

Normandale Lake Center
8400 Normandale Lake Boulevard  

Suite 920, Bloomington 
MN 55437, USA

Component 
Sourcing

The free finders service that 
purchasing professionals 

have been waiting for 

sales@mmgpublishing.co.uk 
www.component-sourcing.com

ES North America
Circulated to 72,000 

purchasing professionals 
in North America

sales@electronics-sourcing.com 
+1 866 364 0951

ES Europe
Circulated to 33,000 

(including 12,000 D-A-
CH region) purchasing 
professionals in Europe

sales@electronics-sourcing.eu 
+44 (0)1892 613400

The Electronic Component Show

Electronic Components Supply Network
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